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Grant System Leads Cancer Researchers to 

Play It Safe. NY Times, June 6th 2009

“These grants are not silly, but they are only likely 

to produce incremental progress,”  said Dr. Robert to produce incremental progress,”  said Dr. Robert 

C. Young, chancellor at Fox Chase Cancer Center 

in Philadelphia and chairman of the Board of 

Scientific Advisors



“Enrollment problems delay more than 70% of clinical trials 

Los Angeles Times

Medical clinical research slows for 

lack of patients. Shari Roan March 14, 2009 

“Enrollment problems delay more than 70% of clinical trials 

from one to six months, according to a 2007 survey by 

CenterWatch, a Boston-based company that publishes 

information on clinical trials. In cancer care, less than 5% of 

patients enter clinical trials, even though more than 700 

cancer therapies -- many that are highly promising -- clog the 

research pipeline.”



Target Cancer

New Drugs Stir Debate on Rules of 

Clinical Trials. Amy Harmon, September 18th,2010





• July 04:      Phase I Program initiated

• Sept 04:     Phase I Clinic started

(Clinical Center for Targeted Therapy)

Dept of Investigational Cancer Therapeutics 

Timeline

(Clinical Center for Targeted Therapy)

• March 05:  Phase I Inpatient Service started

• July 07:     Dept of Investigational Cancer

Therapeutics established
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Pt H (42/F) (Castleman’s disease):  Rx = anti-IL-6 Ab [CNTO328]

Castleman’s Disease is driven by IL-6

Pt H (Baseline) Pt H s/p 2 doses Pt H s/p 6 doses

12/14 patients with Castleman’s on study have responded



Pt X (55/M) (medullary thryoid cancer)

Treatment = RET kinase inhibitor XL184

Post-Treatment week #3Pre-Treatment



Pt M (28/F) (Ewing’s sarcoma):  Rx = IGFR Inhibitor
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PREDICT

Profile-Related Evidence Determining 

Individualized Cancer Therapy
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TREATED PATIENTS 

�Of the 36 patients with PIK3CA mutations, 24 
(67%) were enrolled in clinical trials that included a 
PI3K/AKT/mTOR inhibitor. 

�These patients had a median of 3 prior therapies �These patients had a median of 3 prior therapies 
(1-12). 

�Types of cancer of the 24 treated patients:

�Bowel (N=7)
�Ovarian (N=6)
�Endometrial (N = 5)
�Breast (N=3)
�Cervix: squamous (N=3)
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Waterfall Plot. Response of BRAF+ Patients      

to BRAF or MEK Inhibitors (n=57)

PR/CR = 17/2 (29.8%/3.5%)

OR = 33.3%
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Overall Survival in BRAF+ Patients.

RAF/MEK vs. Other Phase I Therapies

BRAF+ pts enrolled on RAF/MEK

inhibitors

p =0.0009
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